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ARTICLES OF RELIGION, &c. | 
I.— Of faith in the Holy Trinity. 


THERE is but one living and true God, everlasting, with- 
out body or parts, of infinite power, wisdom and goodness: 
the maker and preserver Cf all things, both visible and invi- 
sible. And in the unity of this God-head, there are three 
persons of one substance, power and eternity ;—the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost. 


In this article our church professes her faith in the existence 
and attributes of God, and in that mode of the Divine Bxist- 
ence which has been revealed to.us in the gospel. She holds the 
doctrines of the Unity and Prinity of God, as being of the very 
first importance in the Christian church; and she would have us 
_ toknow most assuredly, that the first of these doctrines.is 4 truth, 
without which religion can have no existence; and that apon the 
last the principles of Christianity entirely depend for their trath 
and excellence 

There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without 
body or purts, of infinite power, wisdom and goodness ; the 
Maker and Preserver of all things, bth visible and invisible. 
In this part of the article shé tea¢hes us to believe, in the Being 
and perfections ef God. 
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The existence of God is the first principle in theology. It ix 
the first object of religious faith. ‘ For he that cometh unto God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
dilligently seek him.’ Heb XL 6. 

God is. This truth can be demonstrated—every page of re. 
velation is full of it. 

It can be demonstrated—from the universe of visible objects— 

from the conscidusness of our being—from ovr idea of God. 
_ Every page of revelation is full of zt. ‘The very idea of re. 
velation supposes the exisience of the Divine Being The truth 
of the being of God, lives in every book, in every chapter, jn 
every verse. in every line, in every word, of the Holy Bible: 

There is but one God— This isa troth almost universally ac. 
knowledged amorg professors of the Christian religion. ‘The 
unity of God can be demonstiated on natural principles. It is 
impossible there shoald be more than one God—for the existence 
of God is absolutely necessary. Necessity of existence implies 
immensity of being; and immensity of being excludes plurslity 
of nature and Gedhead. The idea of two absolute immensities 
involves a contyadiction—beeause the idea of plurality, or of two, 
implies division, and division limits; but absolute immensity is 
nlimited Therefore there is but one God ; one infinite Jeno. 
VAH, of necessary existence and immensity of being. 

The Scriptures constantly teach us this doctrine. ‘ The Lord 

oar God is oNe Lord.” Deut VI 4 ‘1 am the first, and lam 
the lest ; and besides me there is no God.’ Isaiah, XLIV. 6 
“IT am the Lord. and there is none else; there is no God besides 
me.’ Isaiah, XIV. 5. ‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye 
ends of the earth: for 1 am God, and there is none else.’ XLV. 
22. ‘For there is ons God, and thereis none other but he’ 
Mark, XII: 32. ‘ Godis ong.’ Gal. IIL 20. 
. The great design of the Old Testament. every where apparent 
in it. is to lead us to the knowledge of onk God. The whole of 
that divine legation, which was givento Moses by the ministra- 
tion of angels, aims at this point. All the prophets also labored 
to guard their countrymen against the absurdity of politheism, 
and the worship of idols, by teaching them that there is but ons 
God, the great..the everlasting Jehovah. To establish this point, 
they exerted all the force of argument, and all the power of di- 
vine eloguence. However, the doctrines of the Trinity was not 
unknown to them. It was revealed in the Old Testament, but 
more obscurely. thzn it has since been revealed in the Gospel. 

The New Testament is no less plain and pointed, on this sab- 
ject, than the Old, Jesus Christ and his apost'es, as well as 
Moses and the prophets. repeatedly taught the doctrine of the 
Divine Unity. Bot as this had been so fully established in the 
law and the prophets, the author of Christianity more particular- 
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aimed at establishing the doctrine of the Trinity. As one 
of the most prominent traits in the Oid Testament, is, the 
manifestation of one God; so one of the most prominent traits 
in the New Testament, is, the manifestation of THREs persons 
in ong God. 
There is but one urvine God —God is life, pure unbounded 
life—tie great lam He only hath independent tmmortality, 
and necessary exisience. He only pos-esses absolute bappiness, 
VITAL felicity underived, ia the enjoymem of his own plarions 
perfections, i 

“There is but one living and rave God. The Lord is the true 

God—because he is the deving God ; po-sessed of ugcessary exist- 
ence and independent vitality ; and, oi consequeace, enjoying those 
attributes which render him iofimtely glorious and adorable, 
That Being who exists necessarily, who is independent lite, 
must exist in the most perfect manner ; he must possess unbound- 
ed excellence. Of his nature and glory, the most exalted crea- 
ture can form no adequate conception. Matabtiity can have no- 
thing to do with him—because he is independenily living. No- 
thing can be added to bis perfections: his essential glory can re- 
ceive no augmentation ; neither can it suffer any deciease. He 
és the same yesterday, to day, and ferever—the unchangeable 
God of truth and glory. . a oe 
, Everlasting -—The eternity of God is a doctrine directly re- 
sulting from his living vature. He must fill eternity —because he 
is independently vital, and necessarily existent. He, who is of 
necessity. whose exisience depends upon no cause, upon whom 
no cause Can operate to produce any effect, the cessation of whose 
being is absolutely impossible, caf have no relation to succession 
of time—no beginning of days, nor end of life—For that which 
is once absolutely necessary, must always be cqually so. Neces- 
sary Being is from eternity to eternity. ‘ From everlasting to, 
everlasting thou art God? Psalms XC.2 © 

Without body or parts—imma'erial and indivisible, ‘ God is q 
Spirit’? John IV. 24 He is a Spirit whose nature is awfully 
gloriqus, and whose presence is universal He is in every place. 
* Whither shall I go from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If L ascend up into heaven, thon art there ; if I 
make my bed in hell, behold thou art there. If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost paris of the sea ; 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall bold 
me.” Psalm cxxxix. 7, 8, 9, 10. ' ee 

That gross notion, that God is the soul of the universe, and 
that the whole assemblage of creatures belong unto him as his 
appendages, is not to be admitted; neither are we to allow that 
the material and spiritual worlds were made out of God, as some 
have vainly supposed. They were indeed prodaced by the power 
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of the AJmighty, not out of the Divine Essence, bat out of no. 
thing Ik i- a truh, Goo pervaues avd dciuates the uni erse 
more freely, more efiectuaily, tiav he soni of man pervades and 
actu.tes the buniay body—odui the universe dues pot belony to 
hun a& the bi dy belongs to the suul ol man. It is not a part of 
God. Li i wi hout body or purts (He is one. inmatable, ig 
divisible Spiri-, tilling clei nity woth his existence, and immensity 
with -his presence | distuclly ciffcrent in tus substance trom all 
cresiares, and infinitely exaited above ihe in periection and 
glory 
When God is repres nted as haying hands, and feet, and eyes, 
We are not to undersiand, that be is cloihed with a body, to which 
such paris are ajtributable' We easily perceive, from the vast 
magnitude which is given to them, when they are ascribed to 
God, that we are pot to understand therm ia a gross seuse. Are 
hands ascribed unto him ? ‘They - weigh the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balatice—he measureth the waters io the hollow 
of his hand, and meieth out the heavens witha span.’ Isaiap xt 
12 Are eyes ascribed unto him ? They penetrate through im. 
measurable distances. .* They look te the ends of the earth, and 
see under the whole heaven’ Job xviii. 24 Are feet ascribed 
untohim? They reach from heaven toearth * The heaven is 
his throne, and the earth is his footstool’ Isaiah Ixvi. 1. By these 
bold figures, the actw.e energy of the attributes of God is repre. 
sented to us, in a very lively and striking manner ; but tt would 
be grossly absurd to suppose, on accvunt of these figurative ex- 

ressions, that God really-has a body in which eyes, and hands, 
andfeet inhere . God is a spirit without body or paris 
.. Of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness ; the Maker and 
Pi eserver vr all things. both visible and invisible— Because 
God is the Maker and Preserver ot the universe of visible and 
invisible things, he must be possessed of infinite power, wisdom’ 
ard goodness. For no truth is more evident than this, that no- 
thing less than infinite power, could either make the worlds, or 

reserve them in existence. And where infinite power is, there 
must be infinite wisdom ; and where infinite power and wisdom 
are found, there infinite goodness must exist. 

. Nothing tess than unlimited power can create—produce some: 
thing out of nothing. But God created the worlds ; therefore 
his power is infinite. No bounds can be set to the power of that 
Being, whose will has been self efficient, in producing the uni- 
verse out of nothing. - Existence and non exisience appear to 
us to be infinitely distant from each other.. But has not God 
brought them together? This infinite power has filled up as it 
were the unbounded space between them ; and out of nothing 
has produced the amazing assemblage of things, both visible and 
invisible. That these things were created, that they have not 








giways existed, is evident from this consideration, Their muta- 
bili'y 18 inconsistent with becessary being ; but that existence 
which is not necessary, capfot be from eternity, Gol, as the 
Maker of all ttungs, did bot form them out of materials existin 
previous io any act o} bis efficient will. df he made them ont of 
materials, he first made the materials out of nothing. ‘I'he crea- 
tion of tne worid, aifords abundant evidence of the infihite power 
of God. 

The preservation of the universe, 1s no less demonstrative of 
the same truth. Preservation can be ufforded by nothing less 
than the continued cxeriion oO: creative power. ‘The tendency of 
creatures iu theinseives is to non-extstence. Infinite power cre. 
aied them out oi uotlivg , and they would, ina moment, neces. 
sarily sink into nothog, were God to wibdraw from them that 
active energy by which they were at first brought into being, 
The world conmtinucs mp existence, only because God is infinite ip 
power, and is pleased io exer his Almighty atuve energy, for 
the purpose vl spoaiuing (oe universe being ; 

The holy Scriptures are fall of the seme woth—that God ig 
infinite in power. ‘ The Lord appeared unto Abram, and 
said unio him, fam ihe ALaiguty Gon; walk before me. and 
be thom periest,? Gen. xvi td, Ana Gud ALMi1GurTy bless and 
make thee fivitful’? Gen xxvii o. ‘And God satd onto him, J 
am God Atmieury; be iruiful and-muluply,’ Gen. xxxv. 11. 
‘ And God spake unto Mose-. and said unio bim, Iam the Lord: 
And [appeared unto A»raham, unto [saec, and unte Jacob, by 
the name of God Aumiguty’ Exod. vi. 2,3. ‘ And I will be 
a Father unto you, and ye shell be my sons and danghfers, saith 
the Lord Aumiguty’ 2 Cor. vi 1, ‘ And they rest not day 
and night, saying: Holy, holy, hely, Lord God Aumigury. 
Rev. iv. 8. Aud they sing the song of Moses, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying: Gycat and marvellous are ‘hy works Lord God 
Aumicury.’ Rev xv.3  ‘ And he treadeih the wine-press of 
the fierceness and wrath of Aumiguto God’ Rew xix. 15. 
‘ For the Lord God AumMigurty and the Lamb are the temple of 
it’? Rev, xxi 42. 

If God is Almighty, he must be infinitely wise. For nn- 
bounded intelligence must belong to thai Being in whom Omni- 
potence exists. his last attribute is the atttribate of a spiritual 
Substance, whose existence is independent and necessary ; and 
intelligence, without imperfection in nature, and without bounds 
in extent, is essential to such a Being. Infinitude in power ex- 
cludes imperfection, and necessarily implies infinitude in wisdom, 
The intelligence of God is bright with insufferable glory ; and 
He knows all things in. the most perfect manner ; and the appli- 
cation of his knowledge to the purposes of his will, manifests the 
infinite glory of his wisdom. 
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©f the glory of his wisdom we have a strong manifestation jg 
the works of creation.’ But it is in redemption tha: it breaks forth 
in the beams of the purest light. Here we find vurselves asio. 
nished with the plan of salvation throngh Jesus Christ * Great 
js our Lord, and of great power : his undersianding is infinite? 

salm xlvii. 5. ‘ O the depth of the ricies both the wisdom and 

nowledge of God! how unsea chable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out!’ Rom. xt 38. 

Infinite goodness must be an attribute of that Being, whose 
wisdom is boundless, and whose power is almigtity —because te 
must enjoy happiness in absoluie perfection. Such happiness ne. 
cessarily results irom power aud wisdom not circumscvibed by 
bounds. For happiness in absolute perfection, must be an object 
distinctly perceived by unlimited intelligence, and it must always 
be within the reach of omnipotent power. ‘Thereiore God tust 

sess absolute, infinite happiness. ‘The direct inference is that 
iy shotel excellence is unbounded. For he who enjoys absolute 
happiness, whose felicity is unalterable, cannui be tempted with 
evi. a 

The goodness of God implies more than benevolence, merey, 
compassion, long saffering and cumplacency. I! also ineciudes 
jastice, truth and faithfulness He whe ts not just, catnot be 
good. All these perfections exist in the divine Being, according 
to the infinite plenitude of his glorious and holy nature. | 

When we examine the pages of revelation in regard to these 
align get we find the most abundant proof of them. * Whois 

ike unto thee, O Lord, among the mighty ones ? who is like unto 
thee, glorious in holiness?’ Exod. xv. 11. *‘ The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth.” Exod..xxxiv 6. ‘ The earth is full of 
the goodness of the Lord’ Psalm xxxiii. 5. ‘ As the heavenis 
high above the carth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear 
him. The mercy ofthe Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear biov’ Psalm ciii. 11. 17. * God is love.’ 
1 John iv. 16. These, and a maltitade of other pa-sages in the 
holy Scriptures, prove the doctrine of the divine goodness. 
Were we to mention every passage which establishes this doc- 
trine, we should transcribe a great part of the Bible. 

In the contemplation of this awful subject, in which we lose 
ourselves in the unfathomable depths of the existence, nature, 
and perfections of God, how deeply ought we to be affected with 
holy reverence! We ought to admire, venerate, and adore that 
glorious Being, who is eternal, independent, and self-existent. 

In the mode of his being he is inconceivable ; in his essence 
spirito2l ; in his nature and purposes immutable ; in his actions 
self efficient. without foreign motive or influeace ; in glory: insuf. 
terably effulgent, dwelling in the light anto which no man can 
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! eh; in power, wisdom, and goodness infinite ; in domi- 
Fe wreslote be greatness and majesty awfully glorious, He 
is wfinitely and eternally happy in the enjoyment of his own un- 
bounded self-sufficiency ; the most pure, spiritual, benevolent, 
true, and holy of beings ; the cause of the existence and preserva- 
tiun ot all things. E 

The doctrive of the Trinity will be taken into consideration, 
in our next namber. 


AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGINAL SIN. 


, 


(No VIII) 


Tue doctrine of human depravity is founded in truth. This 
I have seen, when considering the natural tendency of transgres- 
sion, ‘I'he violation of woral law unavoidably draws after it, the 
corruption of the human heart, and spiritual death ; and would 


eventually terminate in death eternal, if no supernatural cause 
were to operate against its direct tendeacy. 

Bui if the natural tendency of violating moral law, leads me 
to believe in the corruption of mankind; my faith in the trath of 
this corruption will receive confirmation, from a reference to the 
present actual condition of Adam’s posterity They have passed 
under the operation of transg:ession, and have, at least in some 
degree, received in themselves its natural consequences, 

ben I consider man in all the stages of his existence on 
earth, and in every condition in human life—as an inhabitant of 
this world—as a savage or barbarian possessing natural liberty — 
as a member of civil society—as a rational and meral being—as 
a subject of religion—as a candidate for eternity—every where 
the strongest proof of his degeneracy presents itself. His igno- 
rance a knowledge, bis folly and wisdom, his crimes, and even 
his very virtues tell me, that he is afallen creature. The world 
he inhabits, and the creatures around him, publish the same la- 
mentable trath aloud. A multitude of arguments which establish 
the doctrine of haman depravity, present themselves to my view. 
The following are some of them. 

1. Moral corruption makes its appearance in the very first 
stage of human life, Man mo seoner begins te live, than he be. 
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riid to show that he is @/fallen creature. While he yet lrangs 

pon the breast, he manifests strong symptons of the morat dis. 
‘éasée of his heart. His passions, as soon as they discover them. 
selves, appear excessive and violent. His affections ure strongly 
marked with extravagatice and inconstancy, . The obstinacy ani 
perverseness of his will, rank him among the children of depra. 
vity. . He shows high resentment against those who do not gra. 
tify his unreasonable desires, His htule bosom burns with anger; 
his heart swells with revenge ; and he lifts his pany hand to dea! 
out vengeance to the objects of his displeasure ; manifesting how 
he would spread destruction an ong them if his arm were strung 
with sufficient strength. Selfishness soun discovers itself as one 
of his strdngest traits He claims an exclusive right to possess 
and use every thing which pleases his janey; and manifests a 
strong disposition, to maintain by violence, his anreasonable 
claims. Jealousy fires his breast, and throws him into violent 
agitations, if a brother or a sister should appear as his rival, in the 
affection of his parents. Pride and vanity soon make their ap. 
pearance in him. How highly is he pleased with praises? and 
how strongly does he contend, as soon as capable, for his claim 
to superior excellencies ? 

Now, if mankind are not naturally corrupt, whente is 1, that 
such an assemblage of evil passions and tempers, discover them. 
selves in the tender infant ? In many ifistances he has not an op. 
portunity of receiving them by imitation. Brother atid sister, or 
any infantile associates, he has none; and his parents, undér the 
influence of gracc. set him only Virtaons and pious examples Yet 
he discovers himseif to be. in Such a situation, the same fallen be. 
ing, in a staté of dire depravity, that he appears to be in other cir. 
cumstances. Under every circumstance in infantile life, the bitter 
streams of corruption are seen to flow. ‘There are no exempl 
éases ; no instance of the reverse. [tis trite, some are not sd 
violent in their passions, not so pervers¢ in theit tempers as others. 
Bat corruption appeats in all Nothing, certainly, can so early 
fill, and so plenteously sapply, these bitter streams, bat af 
abuhdant fountain of corruption within the heart. 

2 The want of reason in infints will not lessen the force of the 
foregoing argument. For this very want itself affords a stron 
evidence, in favor of haman depravity It is true, the blood 
Jesus atones for the evil actions of infants ; and repentance and 
faith are pot required of them. because they are inespable of &x- 
ercisitg thesé graces But all this drives to the same point—to 
the degeneracy of haman natare. “But the warit of reason in it 
fants is my present argument. ‘This strongly evinces that some 
deplorable derangement has taken place in the natufe of man. 

Were man in that state in which his Creator formed him # 


frst, his powérs would all be proportionate, and regularity woald 
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imark all his internal and external actions. For ¢reative pow 
could not have formed him otherwise because it was dreds 
by infinite wisdom and goodness, : 

W hat the posterity of man would have been, ig every respect, 
in the days of infancy, had Adam continued, io innocence,.is 
for meto know. Bat one thing I know, that order, in a meat 
innoce:.ce, would have belonged unto them in every stage of their 
being ; because the reverse would be an impeachment of the 
wisdem and goodness of God. ‘Therefore the want of reason, 
in the first of buman life, is a demonstrative evidence, that man 
is in a fallen State. - 

If human affections were moderate, regular, and harmonious 
in infancy ; yet reason would be neceSsary to direct them to their 
proper objects, and to preserve them trom undue influence from 
foreign motive. Without such direction, they would wander in 
darkngss, be subject to the influence of circunistances, controlled 
by every accidental motive; and of consequence, they would be 
perpetually liable to form :uch hgbits,.as would be contrary to the 
srinciples of rectitude, ‘Therefore, were I to behold a human 
Reing. possessed of passions, however regular, yet destitate of rea- 
son, I should pronounce him a fallea creature ; in a state of dege- 
nerecy ; because I could not believe, that he could come from the 
hands of # wise and ‘good Créator, in such a state? Tiad mankind 
remained in a state of original fectitude, they would have come 
into the world in a state of exact proportion among the powers 
of their minds ; reason would have been coeval with the &fiec- 
tiohs, and fully sufficient to direct and govern them through ever 
stege of human existence. But now man,passes a considerable 
space of time in the days of infancy, under the infleence of pas- 
sion, withont one single ray from the lamp.of reason to direct him. 
Therefore he must be a fallen being. is4 

The force of this conclusion will be greatly increased, when I 
take into consideration the actual state of man in the first stage of 
his existence below. I behold him, not only absolutely destitate 
of reason in infancy, but manifesting the most violent and irregu- 
lar passions, long before reason makes its appearance, What 
must I conclude ? Nothing less than this, that passion has asurp- 
ed the place of reason, and set down her feet upon his neck. .O 
sad! © deplorable condition of human nature! how perfectly 
degenerated ! how miserably corrupted! 

3 ‘The universal appearance’ of moral pollution in the actions 
of infants, is a strong indication of the corruption of mankiad. by 
nature. The evils which we have before noticed have not been 
confined to one age or to one people, They have been seen in 
every age of the world, and among every nation under heaven. 
‘Them éxtent has been limited only by the extent of haman na- 
ture, Wherever the human reoe has spread, there these evils ip 

Uu . 
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hiave made theit arance. Now it is certain, that np 
limited cause, no external influence, can produce effects so aniver. 
sal. The cause must have been coexistent and coextensive with 
tiie effects. The latter could have been produced by ‘vothing but 
an intertal principle of evil inbering im the very nature of man. 







MEDITATIONS 








ON THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 





(No VIEL) 
The Resurrection of the Body will add to tlie Happiness of 


Heaven. 






‘ Behold what mantier of fove the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God! therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not’ Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God ; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that when he shal! appear, we shall be like bim; 
for we shall see him as he is’? What a prospect do these words 
nt to the view of the believer ! This subject astonishes rea- 
son ; and would confound even faith itself, were it not that these 
communications are ascribed to the love of God—to that 
ve which delivered up God’s cton Son for us ail But if the 
love of God has sacrificed his only begotten Son, that we might 
now be made the sons of God. what bounds can be éet to our 
happiness in a future state? What the saints shall be hereafter, 
we know not, we cannot know. in our present mode of being. 
‘To have correct and complete knowledge of their happiness and 
glory, in the world of light would require us to have new ideas, 
new mediums of perception. and new faculties of intelligence. 
Bat one thing we know—becaase God has told us. that when 
Jesus Christ shall appear, we shall be like him We shall re- 
semble him in glory—in knowledge—in moral excellence—ia 
piness. Felicity is the great object, which creative gem 
and redeeming compassion have had in view. But mo 
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excellence is indispensably necessary to the enjoyment of happi, 
pess; knowledge to the possesston of moral excellence; and ¢x- 
altation to a state of glory to the enjoyment of such knowledge 
aud holiness, as. will quality jor arto felicity. , 

We must, indeed, be careful not to admit the idea, that the 
saints, in their exultation, will partuke of the essence of Deity. 
What is Deity cannot be imparted. Tao the participation of the 
divine nuture, and be glory and happiness consequent upon it, 
that which is communicated only resembles us to God. 

The bodies of the saints after the resurrection will bear a:strong 
reseusblance to the body of the glorious Jesus, ‘T'bis truth we 
learn Irom the Word of Promise which God has given to his 
cnucit. 

We may suppose, at the first view of this subject, that the hap- 
piness of tle saints cannot be advanced by the resurrection of their 
bodies. A holy spirit, anited to any portion af matter, we might 
suppose, would feel himself incambered—would be less free im 
his actions—and more confined in his enjoyments. This would 
indeed be the cause, if the bodies of the saints were to rise with all 
that grossness, which now belongs to the body of man. But 
there can be little resemblance between our present bodies, and 
those bodies which have been raised from the dead. ‘The Son of 
God has assured us, that the happy children of the resurrection 
shull be as the angels of Ged And St. Paul has informe! us, 
thai the bodies of the people of God shall be spiritual, fall of 
strength, incorruption, and glory. 

There is « natural body, suited to the present world ; and 
there is a spiritual body. accommodated to the spiritual world. 
In what they specificelly differ we know not. No doubt their 
difference is greater than we can readily conceive. We can form 
no correct idea of a spiri‘ual body, in 3 proper and strict sense. 
It is more than probable that we ought to onderstand the éxpres- 
6100, not in an absolute, but in a comparative sense. For * mat- 
ter can never become spirit, any. more than spirit can become 
matter ;’ * beeause according to those notions which we have of 
these substances, essences can never be exchanged with each 
other, any more than identity can be supposed to be transferred 
from one substance to another A removal of the essence must 
be a destruction of the being ; and a destruction of the being must 
inevitably prevent en exchange of nature ’ : ‘per Op Raiae 

But although the essences of matter and spirit cannot be chang- 
ed without destroying them; yet if is not unreasonable to believe, 
that matter may approximate in its sensible properties toward the 
known qualities of spirit ‘There will be. no doubt, an astonishin 
ehange, not only in the mode of the existence of the matter whi 
‘will constitute the bodies of the saints, but also in its component 


parts--For, we sow not that body which shall be, We plagt 
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in the earth a bare grain of corn. How different is this from the 
body. which springs and grows from it? The first is a.small sab. 
stance, a bare grain—the last is a large and vigorous plant, dis. 
tinctly different in its nature and form from the grain which was 
into the ground. So it will be with the bodies of the saints, 
hey are here natu®al, but there they willbe spiritual. ‘Vhey 
will lose all their gross qualities, amd become pure, sub/le and 
sublime—lighter than air, swifier than light, aud more luminous 
than the burhing sun. Delivered from ali (he mutations to which 
earthly bodies are subject—fixed in principle—analterable in es. 
sence—and raised above all external influence, tle bodies of the 
children of God must be incorruptible in naturc, possessed of such 
strength, vigor and activity as to us.is altogether inconceivable, 
Such. bodies must be raised to the highest degree of glory; and 
we may readily conceive, that they may be rendered the means 
ofthe most exalted happiness. They will probebly become the 
mediums of spirifual sensation, of distinct and extensive vision, 
of enlzrged intellectual perc@ption, affording such knowledge and 
leasure as would be otherwise unattainable by human natare. 
, tame this view of the sahject, we are led to conclude, that the 
resurrection of the body will be attended with happy conse. 
quences. - The people of God will derive incalcuiable bliss, from 
being united again to their bodics raised to such excellence and 
glory 

The same truth will arise to view. from the consideration of 
the original conformation of nan. Man was a compound being 
in his primeval state; be possessed a body and a soul Human 
spirits were designed, ai the time of their creation, to inhabit 
pure and immortal bodies It may therefore be reasonably con- 
cluded, that a less degree of happiness can be enjoyed by the 
soul of man, when separated from the body than in upion withit 
in a-state of glorious spirituality. 

Here the purpose of. infinite benevolence, of communicating 
happiness to human nature, has been greatly obstructed ia its ex- 
ecution, by the introsluction of moral evil, and the disorders con- 
sequent upon it’ But with regard tothe saints, sin shal! cease to 
exist, and all these disorders shall be done away ; and their bo- 
dies shall be raised to a state of inconceivable excellence in that 
approximation toward spirit, of which matter, in its sensible qua- 
lities, may be capable. ‘Then the purpose of benevolence shall 
receive its full accomplishment. Then happiness, indescribably 
great, will be given to the people of God. How happy that im- 
mortal being, whose body is so pure and unalterable in its &s- 
sence, as to be above the influence of secondary causes, and 50 
vigorous and active in iis operations, as to be able to transport 
itself, with rapidity like that of theught, to any part of the works 
ef Ged, O} how rapturous is the thought! Shall I be able to 
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rangé, at pleasure, through the immensity of creation—to pa 
from planet to planet, from one system of worlds to another, an 
contemplate, with wonder and astonishment, with love and gra- 
titude, the works of omnipotence! -‘I'o have bodies that will en- 
able us to penetrate into the depths of nuture—to contemplate, 
under the most accurate inspection, the miougest bodies oi matter 
which now illude all our sense—to grasp objects of the greatest 
magnitude, with which we are now confounded by the vastnéss 
of their size—to survey whatever fills the almost infinite inter- 
mediate spaces—to have the worlds of matter, and of spirit, open- 
ed to our vieyw—and to behold God, amidst all these objects, 
shining in the brightness of his glory, as the upholder of the ani- 
yerse, as the fountain of life and happiness—must exalt us to a 
state of bliss of which we can form no accurate conception. 

O! how [ long to rise to that state of incorruption and glory § 
to possess a body of such excellence, and calcolated to afford such 
unbounded happiness? Let me, with patience and faith, pass my 
day of probation on earth—in the highest hope of obtaining a 
blessed resurrection, Deliver me, O most gracious Lord !- from 
all corruption of heart. _ Fill my soul with holine-s; that I may be 
prepared for the happ:ness of thy heavenly kingdom. Amen. 


On the Importance of our First Religious Acquaintance, 
WHeEy 8 sinner is truly awakened by the Spirit of God to a 
gense of his sin and danger, he immediately breaks off sinful 
connexions with ungodly and worldly men He hears the voice 
ef God, ‘Come out from among them, and be ye separate.’ 
Hence it appears to him to be an indispensable duty to have ‘ no 
fellowship with the anfruitful works of darkness’ Besides, such 
a change has taken place in his views and temper, that he has 
lost his relish for that conversation and. those parsuits in which, 
till now, he delighted. In this state of mind, he thinks it. po 
hardship to give up such company as would hinder him in the 
pursuit of what appears of infinitely greater moment than even 
life itself ; viz. The Salvation of his Soul. 
The awakened sinner, however, does not become averse from 
~society: He still feels himself a social being But he wishes to 
associate with persons of a different character from these he has 
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em accustomed to make his constant companions. He seeks 
owship with such as ‘ fear the Lord, and think apon his Name?’ 
Je is conscious of his need of advice and aséistance ; and jg 
ict that they who are more experienced than himseif in 
vine things, know how to speak a‘ word in season.’ From the 
high esteem and lové he has for the followers of Jesus, and trom 
an expectation of deriving great advantage from their conversa. 

tion and prayers, he soon forms religious connexiens. 

This is an important stage in the life of a christian. Much in. 
deed, depends upon his choice of religious acquaintances —_ I: has 
often been observed by those who have written on the education 
of children, that the forming of their minds at an early period, is 
of the utmost consequence, for, * dust-as the twig is bent the tree’s 
wclin’d.’ So we may say of young converts. Their minds, like 
these of children, are very susceptible of impressions, right or 
wrong, and they are easily imposed open. Their spiritual senses 
have not yet been much exercised ; and, therefore, they sre not 
always capable of * discerning things that differ.? All that glit. 
ters, perhaps, they think, is gold, Atl professors seem to be 
saints, perfect and complete ; and all they say is listened to with 
reverence, and treasured up in the mind. 

Hence it is common for persons to receive the opinions, imbibe 
the spirit, and imitate the example of their first religious friends, 
How much good or evil, then, is likely to follow a proper or im: 
proper choice! Let us consider this in several points of view. 

Let us suppose the young convert becomes acquainted withs 
speculative professor, who, while be preserves a regularity of 
conduct, seems to consider the gospel as a mere theory : He isa 
man, of a studious, inquisitive mind; he reads, he thinks, and 
converses on divine things: But all his reading apd conversa- 
tion, like his thoughts, turn apon matters of speculation ; on doc- 
trines, or, perhaps on points that are mere curious thao useful. 
Here the new convert is in great danger Should his friend have 
right views of the way of salvation—he is in danger of soaring 
with him in the clouds, instead of receiving the kingdom of hea- 
ven as a little child. And should his guide have taken up erro- 
neous opinions, which is not uncommon in persons of this cha- 
racter, he is in imminent danger of being ‘ drawn away from the 
simplicity of the gospel, into the bye paths of error. How ne- 
cessary Is it for the young christian to search the scriptures with 
much prayer for divine illamination, that he may know the way 
of truth and righteousness. 

Let us nn another very probable case. The young chris- 
tian’s first religious acquaintance is sincere and pious, but hus low 
views of the privileges of believers. He lives, as it were, under 
the law ; and dees not so much as expect to be brought into 
christian liberty ; but thinks he must necesgarily drag a dead yen 
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wong with him all his days, crying, ¢ © wretched man that f 
am!’ Though he believes thut a full assurance of our interest im 
Christ; ous adoption ito God’s faa:ily, and our title*to heaven, 
an invaluabie blessing, enjoyed by some highly favored indiva- 
duais ; yet he does nui conceive it to be the common privilege of 
the followers of Jesus, which aby one may soon attain ar 
faith in Christ. His conversation on chris experience, » 
of ceurse, accord with his views of things. Hence the sincere 
enquirer after salvation and christian liberty, is diseouraged: 
His desires are damped, and (not presuming to look for more 
than his wise and pious companion) be is entangled in the mire 
and clay, and moves buat slowly towards Zion, though his face 
continues thitherward. 

Sbou!d the awakened sinner avoid this snare. probably he will 
form an intimacy with one who has right i both of the 
doctrines of the gospel, and the privileges of believers ; yet from 
some cause, has settled in low attainments in religion, to say the 
best of him. He never enjoyed a sense of pardoning love ; he 
never could say with the Apostle, ‘ Being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God. through our Lord Jesus Christ ; by whom 
also. we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.’ Yet his sorrow for sin 
is abated—that restlessness to find the Lord—those ardent desires 
for salvation he once exercised, areno more. Still he continues 
amongst the people of God—attends the means of grace—lives 
outwardly as becomes the gospel of Christ; and, at times, feels 
the workings of the Holy Spirit: but continues month after 
month, perhaps, year after year, in the same state. It is hardly 

ssible for a young person to be familiar with such a one, withoat 
ics hindered : unless he take warning from the example of his 
friend, and resolve to wrestle till he shall prevail with God for 
the blessing of which he feels his need. 

Again. A person in a backsliding state is still more hartful to 
the young convert. He once enjoyed the power and comfort of 
—_- The love of God filled bis heart—he overcame evil 

ith good ;—maintained communion with God, and went on 
cheerfully in his service adorning the doctrine of God our Sa- 
Viour in all things But vow he is shorn of his strength, though 
insensible of it' He thinks he is ‘ rich and increased in goods, 
and has need of nothing; and knows not that he is wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.’ Sometimes he 
is light and trifling ; sometimes sour and peevish. At one time, 
overjoyed with outward prosperity ; at another, murmuring at 
the dispensations of Providence. 

This cen strange to the person who has lately begun to 
seek'the Lord, and is simple of heart. He views the declining 


professer with wonder and grief. He scarcely knows what to 





think : He is stambled.;. perhaps, torntd out ef the way, Of 
greatly impeded in his progress 

Once more. Let us suppose the young christian is providey. 
tially favored with the intiniate acquaintance of a steady, » ell. 
informed, established christian ; one whase ‘ love abounds more 
and more in knowledge, and in all jadgment,’ and is * filled with 
the fraits of righteonsiess, which are by Cinrist Jesus tothe glory 
and praise of God.’ He is instrueted ; he sees what he ought 
to be- what he may evjoy, and how he ought to live. His con. 
victions are.deepened ; his desires for salvation becoine more ve. 
hement ; he is encovraged ; he flies to the relief offered in the 
Gospel, finds pezce with God, and grows in the knowledge afd 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ: At least, this is likely to be the 
case, if he improve his privileges. It is- impossible to calculate 
the advantage which may arise from such aconnexion Though 
we should néver forget, that even thts depends on the divine 
blessing. 

It is tol profitable to look too much On the dark side of things, 
nor to be always talking of the Jeadness or coldness of professors. 
This has a discouraging effect. and one may blame, as wellas 

raise, tilithey ‘ stand stock still” Thanks beto God, the glory 
is not departed from us Yet many individuals, it cannot be de. 
nied, have left their first love; and ought to remember from 
whence they are fallen. and repent, and do their first works ; that 
they may be restored to the joy of salvation. And they who 
npost assuredly stand, have need of frequent cautions and admo. 
nitions 

The forementioned particulirs may serve to convince suchas 
have experienced the beginning of a work of grace in theit 
hearts, of the necessity of eaution in the choice of religious asso. 
ciates. Great good or evil, as we have seen, is likely to arise 
from it. Their progress in the divine life, the uniformity or in- 
consistency of their character and conduct as professors of reli- 
gion ; and their futare usefulness in their stations, aré very close. 
ly connected withthe company they keep in the religious world. 

All professors may fearon from the preceding remarks, bow 
us@ful, or how pernicious, their spirit afd behaviour may prove 
to those that are just awaking out of sleep A consideration this, 
which should have great weight on our minds. It is an awful 
thing to ‘ offend, or stumble, one of these little ones.’ Let us 
make straight paths for our feet, lest that which is lame be turned 
out of the way Many there are who can with humble confi. 
dence say, with the Apostle, ‘ Brethren, be followers together 
of me, and mark them which walk so, as ye have us for an ex- 
ample ; for our conversation isin heaven’ In them is ‘ no occa- 
sion of stumbling’ But their ‘ light shines before men, and-cthers 
see their good works, and glorify their Father whe is in heaven. 
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‘Phe followers of Jesus, who are closely and fathiliarly an 
quaitited with one another, may see the necessity of keeping im 
view mutual usefulness : for they must promote or hinder one 
another’s spiritual prosperity. Universal experience affords proof 
of this. The words of oar Lord should be engraven on the hearts 
of his disciples, « Salt is good, but if the salt have lost its savor, 
wherewith shall it be seasoned ? 7 . | 
As the above hints are chiefly designed to caution and instract 
persons in the very first stage of ‘christian experience, they ought 
to be informed, that, in the present state of things, ‘ offences must 
needs come :’ Inconsistent, and unworthy characters will fre- 
ly disgrace christianity. This was the case in the purest 
of the church, as appears the sacred writings; no wonder 
it should be so now. ‘ Nevertheless, the foundation of God 
stafideth sure ; having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are 
his: And let him that nameth the name of Christ, depart from 
iniquity? Waatever happens, the naturé and nectssity of 
religion always remains the same. 


JOSEPH ENTWISLE 


Hull, Dec. 4, 1814 
Brit. Meth: Magy 


ON THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY OF 
THE SOUL. 


From the French of Claude. Count and Bis Tout. 
Translated by J. T. oe 


Sout ! created in the image of God !—Soul! redeemed by the 
blood of God !— Soul! designed for the. happiness of God! Be. 
hold its origin, its price, its end: Let as learn what our soul is 
that is, let us learn to esteem it, to respect it, to sanctify it, ina 
word to save it. It is the man ; itis all the man. 1 A soul 
treated in the image of God! When I consider this vast uni- 
verse, and all the beings which compose it, I see myself surround. 
ed with an infinity of objects, of creatures, of ions, - All 
present to me something great. In all, I find the stamp of Divi- 
nity, and marked traits of the hand of God. The San 
to me aray of his glory, the en an image of his stability, tft 

w ; 
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ea, at ides Of bis immensity, and the profundity of his being. 4 
sea, were aka worthy of God; bat ip all this. 1 fina. ime 
that worthily presents to me his image. I again examine, amidst 
tlie’shades and cleads of so many different beings, I pei ceive ap 
jotelligent. creature, endaed with feason. capable of sense and 
life; the soul of man Ah! say to myselt, with transport, Be. 
hold that lising image of God wiuch lsought ln myself I find 
#. Llnvit I see sketched all the féwures of the adorable perfec. 
tions of the Deity 5 his beouty, |.is goodness. his |.fe, his being 
Thus, whev creating it, he said—* Let as make man in our image’ 
Behold the mirror ; con-ider the fidelity of the representation, 
God lives, and our soul lives: God is intelligent, and our soul 
intelligent :. God is a spirit, and our soul spiritual ; God is eternal, 
and our sou! immort.:l. Vea, the soul 1s not only the work of 

; the creature of God; it is bis image the ray of his glory, 
he emanation of bis being. Yet is this only the natura! beauty of 
he soul common to sinners and to saints ; ‘bat what is it when we 

discover the beaaty of thé soul in the supernatural order of grace, 
ssing the precious treasore, and clothed with all the splendor 
of divine favour )— Beauty so great. that all the lustre of the «an 
and stars is eclipsed by it. Is a soul if favoor with God? He 
unites himself to it; He dwells init The beauty of God him. 
self is communicated to it. The soul is then rich im the riches of 
God, holy with the holiness of God, just with the justice of God, 
and according to the Oracle of the Holy Spirit is. in some man- 
ner, made ‘partaker of the Divine Nature’? What dignity! 
‘What grandeur equal to that of a soul bearing in itself marks of 
the Divine Resemblance ? May the excellence of its being, the 
andear of its origin. never be forgotten ! and may it be sustaip- 
ed by the greatness of its sentiments. 
2 A soul redeemed by the blood of God! ‘ O Soul,’ exclaims 
@ father of the church in holy transport, - O Soul, rise above 
earth and sense. And thou. O man, wooldst thoa comprehend 
the excellence and value of thy soul, ask a Redeemer God—con- 
sider bis labors, his sweats, his wouns. his sufferings. his blood, 
and death: This is the vaite of thy soul ; this is what it cost, and 
what iti¢ worth in the eyes of God himself Ask a suffering, 
agonizing, expiring God—Holy God! what do the wounds 
with which thou art covered. those tears thou sheddest, that blood 
with which thon drt ovérspread, point ont to us ? He shall answer 
us, even by the voice of this blood. which raises itself to heaved, 
not like that of Abel to solicit vengeance, but as the blood of the 
Lamb to obtain pardon. It shal! tell us, that it is the price and 
ransom of our soul, and that in his eyes, it has been judged wot- 
to be redeemed at this price!’ 
- So! (thought which astonishes belief ) so that in the ideas and 
éounsels of God himself, not Only our son! is the price of his bleod 








d of his life; but in the comparison of his blood and Ii 
and of his li in the pac ex 


our soul, the preference 1s, in some sort, given to our soul 
his blood and life. ©O bolne:s} O greatness of faith! On o 

art, God sees guilty souls in sip ; on tne other, he sees his | 
ife and precious bloed . one oj the two must be sacrificed to Diving 
Justice ; either souls lost, or his blood sued ; either souls precipi- 
tated into Mell, or nis blood inundate the garth ; and jn the com- 
petition he has preferred the salyacion and peer of Qur soul 
to the preservation. of bis blood und of his life uw grea is G 
in his views! Bat how preciogs, im, his eyes, Our soul 

3 A sou! designed for the happiness of God !|—'To consider the 
soul in the state of misery and sufferipg in which it is in tins 
wold; buried in matter; shut up im the prison of its bedy ; 
groaning in a place of exile: here to step, one migat be utterly 
surprised at its lot; one anight say, W here js the dignity of the 
soul ? Where is the providence of God ? How 1s « being so noble 
in itself, reduced, placed, abased in @ manner 80 un orthy oi it- 
self, and o’ its author | But when enlightened by the light of taith, 
we come to think, that if this soul be in this state, itis bui for a 
time that God has placed it in this world as in a place of exil: in 
order to obtain the celestial country ; that. one day its exile shall 
end—its bonds be broken ; ‘hat come from God, it shall ove day 
return to him, there to live for ever ; that tor a while i lives in 
combats, to obtain an eternity of triumph ; that after a short space 
the clouds of time being dispersed, the great day of eternit shall 
dawn upon it; and then being come into the region of the livin 


there it shall reign, and there enjoy the happiness of God himself 
At this view, and in this grand destination of our soul, lam no 
longer surprised at what God has done for it—that a redeemin 

God descended upon earth to save it. “Lam no longer surprise 

that the missionaries, those new apostles, transport themselves be- 
yond the sea, to the extremities of the world, for the ¢ est oF 
souls ; that the ministers of religion a age wn so much care, 


deliver themselves up to so much labor to draw them from sin, 
No! what surprises me is, that so many Christians, enlightened 
by farh as to the grandeur of their soul, and its destiny, make so 
slight account of it. or if they give it their esteem refuse it their care. 
©! those generous martvrs Knew the value of their souls, who, 
mounted the scaffold. and expired with joy in the midst of the 
flmes. But do those know the sublime dignity and noble destiny 
of the soul, who are only busied for the perishable flesh, and neg» 
figent of a spirit all celestial ; who seem only to have 2 body to sa- 
tisfy. and no soul to save. who give every thing to the earth which 
shill entomb them, and refuse every thing to the heaven which 
invites them? Are these Christians? They bear the name, bat 
do Christian sentiments live in their hearts? A great prince hav- 


ing asked St. Gregory an unjust thing ; ‘ Prince, replied be, “if 
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‘had souls, I perhe could sacrifice one to please you, but 7 
ste ba one soul, and t will save it.’ Great eine ie. 

ptit on all occasions, where the sajvation of our souls may be 
ya us say incessantly, ‘ I have bat ope sop!, end J 
€ 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


From Acre to Nazareth. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 265.) 


AgTER leaving this fountain, we ascended to the town, and 
Were conducted to the house of the principal Christian inhabitant 
of Nazareth. The tremendous.name of Djezzar, bad succeeded 
im providing for us, in the midst of poverty, more sumptuous fare 
than is often sound in more wealthy cities; the convent had largely 
contributed ; but we had reason to fear, that many poor families 
bad been inched to supply our hoard. All we could do, therefore, 
as it was Lromeie with che 8S, was.to receive it thankfully ; 
end we taok special care that those fram whom we obtained it 
should not fe socemeciee 

Sca we reached the apartment prepared for our re- 

ception, when, looking from the window into the court yard be- 
longing to the , we beheld two women grinding at the mill, 
in amanner most forcibly illustrating the saying of our Saviour, 
before alluded to, in the account given of the ancient hand. mills 
of the Island of Oypras. They were preparing flour to make 
our bread, as it 1s always customary in the country when stra0- 
gersarrive ‘The two women, seated upon the ground, opposite 
to each other, beld between them two round flat stones, such 4s 
are seen in Lapland, and such as in Scotland are called Querns, 
This was also mentioned in describing the mode of grinding cor 
inthe villages of Cyprus ; but the circumstance is so interesting, 
(our Saviour’s allusion actually referring to an existing custom 0 
, adi say of his earliest residence) that » little repetition may pet; 
naps be pardoned. {n the centre ef the upper stone was a cavity 
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jx pouring in the corn; and, by the side of this, an upright 
aves ie: fer moving the stone. A> the operation began, 
one of the women with her right band, pusved this handie to the 
woman opposite, who again sent & to ber companion—thus com- 
municatiag a rotatory aud very rapid motion to the upper stone; 
their left hands being all the while employed in supplying fresh 
corn, as fast us the bran and flour escaped trom the sides vf the 
machine. “ 

T'he Convent of ‘Nazareth, situated in the lower part of the 
village, contains about fourteen friars, of the Franciscan order. 
Its church, (erected, as they relate, over the cave wherein the 
Virgin Mary is supposed to have resided) is 4 handsome edifice 5 
but it is degraded, as a sanctuary, by absurdisies too contempuble 
for notice, if the description of them did no, oiler an insiructive 
lesson shewing the abject state to which ihe buman mind may be 
reduced »y superstition, So powerful is still its influence in this 
country, that, at the time ef our visit, the Franciscan friars be- 
longing to the Convent hed been compelled to surround their al- 
tars with en additional fencing, im order to prevent persons in- 
fected with the plague from seeking @ miraculous cure, by rubbing 
their bodiés with the hangings of the sanctuary, and thus comma- 
nicating infection to the whole town: because, ull who entered 
saluted these hangings with thew lips. Many of those unhappy 
patients believed themselves secure. trom the moment they were 
brought within the walls of this building, although tm the last 
stuge of the disorder. As we passed towards the church, one of 
the friars, rapidly conducting as, pointed to invalids who had re- 
cently exhibited marks of the infection ; these were then sitti 
upon the bare earth, in cells, around the court yard of the convent; 
waiting a miraculous recovery. The sight of these persons so 
near to us rather checked our curiosity ; but it was too late to ren- 
der ourselves more secure by retreating. We bad been told, thar, 
if we chose to venture into the church, the doors of the Convent 
would be opened ; and therefore had determined to risk a little 
danger, rather than be disappointed ; particalarly as it was 5: iJ 
the sick were kept apart, in a place expressly allotted to them. 
We now began to be sensible we had acted without sufficient can. 
tion ; and it is well we had no reason afterwards to repent of our 
imprudence. 

Having entered the church, the friars pot lighted wax tapers 
into our hands, and, charging us on ne account to touch any thing, 
led the way, muttering their prayers. We descended, by u flig 
of a the saive belo mentioned ; entering it by means of 
4 small door, behind an altar laden with pictures, wax candles, 
and all sorts of superstitious trampery. They pointed out to us 
what they called the kitchen and fire-place of the Virgin Mary. 
As all these sanctified places in the Holy Land, have some sup. 













ed miracle to exhibit, the monks of Nazareth have taken carg 
not to be without their share in supern.iural rarities ; accordingly 
the first things they shew to strangers descending into this cave’ 
are two Stone pillars in front of it ; one whereof, separated trom 
its base, is said to susiain its capital and part of its shaft Miracu, 
Jously in the air ‘The fact is, that the capital and a piece of tie 
shaft of a pillar of grey granite has been fastened on to the roof of 
the cave ; and se clumsily is the rest.of the hocus pocus contrived 
that what is shewn for the lower fragment of the same pillar, rest. 
ing upon the earth, is not of the same substance, bat of Cipolino 
marble. About this pillar a different story has been related to 
almost every traveller since the trick was first devised. M-un- 
drell, and Egmont, and Heyman, were told, that it was broien 
by a Pacha in search of hidden tredsure, who was siruck with 
blindness for his impiety. _We were assured that it separated in 
this manner when the Angel announced tothe Virgin the tidings 
of her conception. ‘The monks had placed a rail, to prevent per. 
sons infected with the plague from coming to rub against these 
pillars: this had been for a great number of years their constant 
practice, whenever afflicted with any sickness The reputation 
of the broken pillar, for healing every kind of disease prevails all 
over Galilec. 

It is from extravagancies of this kind, constituting a complete 
system of low mercenary speculation and priestcraft throughout 
this country, that devout, but weak men, unsble to discriminate 
between monkish mummery and simple truth, have considered 
the whole series of topographical evidence as one tissue of impos- 
ture, and have left the Holy Land worse Christians than 
they were when they arrived. Credulity and scepticism are 
neighboring extremes ; whosoever abandons either of these, 
generally admits the other. It is hardly possible to view the 
mind of man ina more forlorn and degraded state, than when 
completely subdued by superstition; yet this view of it is pre- 
sented over a very considerable portion of the earth over all 
Asia, Africa, almost all America, and more than two-thirds of 
hurope : indeed, it is difficult to say where society exists with. 
out betraying some or other of its modifications ; nor can iheve 
be suggested a more striking proof of the nataral propensity in 
heman nature towards this infirmity, than that the Gospel itself, 
the only effectual enemy superstition ever had, should have been 
chosen for its basis Inthe Holy Land, as in Russia, and per- 
baps in Spain and Portugal, the Gospel is only known hy repre- 
sentations more foreign from its tenets than the worship of the 
sun.and the moon. If a country, which was once so disgraced 
by the feuds of a religious war, shou!d ever become the theatre of 
honorable and holy contest it will be when reason and revela- 
tion exterminate ignorance and superstition. Those who peruse. 
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itie following pages, will perhaps find it difficult to credit the de. 

vee of peoleneildh wich tue religion has here sustained While 
Scepcens are sending messengers, the heralds of civilization, 
to propagate the gospel in the remotest regions, the very land 
whence that gospel originated is suffered to remuin as a nursery 
of superstition tor surrounding nations, where voluntary pilgrims, 
from all parts of the earth, (men warmly devoted 10 the cause of 
religion, and more capable of disseminating the lessons they re- 
ceive than the most zealous missionaries) are daily instructed im 
the grossest errors Surely the task of converting such persons 
already more than half disposed towards a due comprehension of 
the traths of Christianity, were a less arduous undertaking than 
that of withdrawing from their prejudices, and heathenish pro- 
pensities, the savages of America and of India As it now is, 
the pilgrims return back to their respective countries, either di- 
vested of the religious opinions they once entertained or more 
than ever shackled by the trammels of superstition. _ In their 
journey through the Holy Land, they are conducted from one ,_ 
convent t@ another (each striving to out do the former in the list 
of indulgences and of reliques it has at its disposal) bearing testi- 
mony to the wretched ignerance and semetimes to the disorderly 
lives of a swarm of monks, by whom all this trumpery is manu- 
factured. Among the early contributors to the system of abuses 
thus established, no one appears more pre-eminently distinguish- 
ed than the Empress Helena, mother of Constantine the First; 
to whose charitable donations these repositories of superstition 
were principally indebted. No one labored more effectually to 
obliterate every trace of whatsoever might have been regarded | 
with reasonable reverence, than did this old lady, with the best 
possible intentions, whensoever it was in her power. Had the 
sea of Tiberias been capable of annihilation by her means. it 
woald have been desiccated, paved, covered with churches and 
altars, or converted into monastries and markets of indalgences, 
until no featare of the original remained : and this by way of 
rendering it more particularly holy. To sach a disposition may 
be attributed the sort of work exhibited in the Charch and Con- 
vent of Nazareth, originally constructed under her auspices.— 
Pococke has proved. that the tradition concerning the dwelling 

lace of the parents of Jesus Christ existed at a yery early period; 

cause the church, built over it, is mentioned by writers of the 
seventh century ; and in being conducted to a csve rudely fashion- 
ed in the natural rock. there is nothing repugnant to the notions 
one is induced to entertain concerning the antient customs of the 
country, and the history of the persons to whom allusion is made. 
Bat when the surreptitious aid of architectural pillars, with all 
the garniiure of a Roman Catholic church, above, below and on 
_ @ery side ef it, have disgusted its original simplicity ; and we 





iene. ic. - pete 


re etree ~ 


ip paatdinataats ee 5 Sige ae 
- oer - — - 
Phew. J a 
aes : 
a = &, 
ere PEE - 


360 


finally call to mind the insane reverie concerning the transmigri. 
tion of the said habitation, in a less substantial form of brick and 
mortar, across the Mediterranean, ‘o Loretio in Italy, maintained 
upon authority very similar to that which identifies the authenticity 

this relique ; a disbelief of the whole mummery seems best suiteg 
to the feelings of Protestants, who are, after all, better occupied 
in meditating the purpose for which Jesus died, than in assisting 
by their presence. to counténance a sale of indulgences in the 
place where Joseph is said to have resided. 


MEMOIRS 


Of the life, deuth and character of the Rev. Dr, Fants Di: 
vison who departed this life January 6, 1816, in the 34h 
year of his age 


Tre means of information possessed by the author, have been 
guite ceficient and imperfect. Concerning his life but little has 
been learned It must be the lustre of his character, and nota. 
recital of incidents occurring in the course of his existence among 
men, the: will entertain the reader in the perusal of the following 


memoirs. 
H— H— B—. 


Dr. James Davison was born in Clarksbargh, Va. April 31, 
1782: ans azreeable to the best information we can obtain, em- 
braced religion in the 2lst year of bis age, and attached himself 
to the Methodist Episcopal charch about the same time. Soon 
after he engaged in the ministry as a local preacher ; and in April 
1804, joined himself to the itinerant connection, Baltimore con- 
ference. OF the first year of. his travelling, we can say bat little, 
as we have had no information through a channel that can be re- 
Hed on In 1805, he was stationed on Juniatta circuit. Here he 
was zealous, anc! industrious, useful, and acceptable among the 

ple of his charge. | 

In 1806, he was admitted into full connection and ordained 
deacon, in the city of Baltimore. at a sitting of the annual con- 
ference. He was retained on Juniatta, and continued to be the 
same devout and usefa! preacher, as thousands of the inhabitants 
who enjoyed the blessings and instructions of his ministry with 
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delight’and satisfaction, could gladly witness, In 1807 he rod&, 
io Virgima, Bottetourt circuit. Ln the course of this year, much 
good was done, Many difficulties of a pecaliar kind, were thrown 
in the docior’s way, when be first commenced fis labors here. 
But bis christian temper, amiable disposition and burning zeal, 
removed every hindrance, and rendered hit peculiarly accepta- 
ble in the estimation of the public. . For in the conclusion of the 
year, the churches and preaching houses were crowded with the 
multitudes that came to hear him He preached wo the people the 
word of life, and not in vain—God gave the increase. ‘Thousands 
were divinely entertained, and many brought to the knowledge 
of the truth. The societies were established ; discipline enforced; 
the influence of the gospel became more salutary, and its excel- 
lence more precious in the minds.of the peopie, than had been the 
case for years before in this part of Virginia. He left the field of 
his labor lamented and beloved. 

He emigrated from the. land of his nafivity, and came to the 
west. In 1808 he rode Mad River circuit, Ohio, where he yet 
lives in the grateful recollection of a good people attached to dif- 
ferent branches of the church, During this year, he married, 
became stationary, and, after the lapse of a few months, com- 
menced reading medical authors, intending. if the course suited, 
to engage formally, in the study of physic He soon became 
much attached to his employment, and resolved on acquainting 
himself with the science of medicine. With uncommon assidai- 
' ty he applied himself to study, spared no pains afid consumed 
much time to acquire critical and useful kuowledge in matters 
pertaining to the healing art. Inthis he succeeded. His cha- 
racter as a physican.was that of a good one He was acknow- 
ledged to be learned in the theory of medicine, and known to be 
successful ia his practice. 

His application to business. his great fatigue and continual rid- 
ing night and day, in clement and inclement. wholesome and ua- 
wholesome weather, without proper attention to his own health, 
was probably the cause of his unapprehended decline For few 
men possess more strength, more vigor and bodily agility than he 
possessed, until the arrest of a disease, (in the latter,end of 1812) 
which was generally thought to be’of the pulmonary kind ; but 
concerning which, medical gentlemen had various opinions. 
This brought him from the alditude of his eminence, as a practis- 
ing physician, to the bed of affliction, the house of mourning, 
and finally the ‘ valley of the shadow of death’ However, his 
+ a, was not so extreme, immediately, as to prevent his travel- 
ing, 

He thought it proper to take a tour to the south, though in very 
low health ; designing, if prudence justified the measure, to take 
a voyage round from Charleston to New York, in order, if pos- 
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sible, to his health. Accordingly in November, 1814, by 
the adviée of his friends, he left Urbana tor Oharleston, South 
Carolina. 

He arrived in Charleston, and took shipping the 27th of Jann. 

, 1815, for the city of New York. ‘The vessel in which he 
sailed suffered so much in a tempest, that she became a mere 
‘wreck. From the ist of Febroary until the 6th, the crew ex. 
ted_ nothing bat sadden and overwhelming destruction. But 

on the 6th, about midnight, they were captured by a British ves. 
sel, and taken intothe West Indies as prisoners of war Their‘ 
unhappy detention in the West Indies continued until the saip. 
tation of peace reached that place. They then embarked 
for the United States, and arrived in the city of Bristol, Rhode 
Isiand, April 3d, 1815. On this day the doctor was 33 years of 
age. More geveral knowledge, concerning the perilous circum- 
stances of the voyage, and their providential escape, may be 
learned from some ot the letters written to his friends in the west, 
daring his absence from Urbana. 

The doctor reached Urbanain July, 1815 ; and was confined 
ffom this period until] the day of his death. His illness was lin- 
gering, and his sufferings were great ; bat he was supported by 
divine aid, and ensbledto overcome. With dignified composure 
he spoke of his dissolution as being near at hand. Afterthis he was 
never heard to say he expected, or even wished to recover ; be- 
ing implicitly confident that God was about to call him away. 
By his request sermons were frequéntly preached in his room, to 
as many as could be accommodated. At several different times, 
and under different discourses, he appeared much revived, and 
taught the numerous throng that resorted to his dwelling on va- 
tious o¢easions, an impressive lesson of the efficacy of religior 
tipon the human mid, under circumstances the most trying. 

Sometime before the doctor’s death, he was visited by the Rev. 
M— C—: a number of circumstances occurred under the eye of 
this venerable friend worthy of notice. These cannot be more 
— communicated than in the words of this minister himself. 

is words are as follows: * It was sometime in October last, 
that I first viatted my friend Davison. He was then a mere skel- 
eton, $0 worn down and emaciated with disease, that I could 
searcely recognise a feature, and but for the heavenly smile of 
frieidship, should have hardly known him, though he had been 
my friend and companion in tribulation, for some considerable 
time. With him [ was intimately acquainted, and between us 
there existed the most endearing affection We entered into 8 
free conversation. He addressed meas follows: ‘“ I am gone 
almost to rothing. But strange as it may seem, I would not 
slide beck again into the world. where I was two or three years 
ago, for any earthly consideration whatsoever. I am so pleased 








with the prospect of leaving the world and its faseinating scenes 

that Leven rejoiee that I so swifly decline.” 1 treqaently visue 

him from that time antl his death, and always touud him firm 
and recoilected; he viewed the a ach of death. and marked 
his progress with steadfast eye, and with true Cheisuan Leroism— 
welcomed the fatal stroke that should end his mortal existence ; 
knowing tnat he had ** an house potymade wih hands eterpai in 
the heavens.” He took great pleasure im Christian conversation 
and social worstip, and eeqguested weetibg m hrs room.” One 
night was noted as a blessed ume tndeed Lue nuise and aghation 
of the congr€ganon, together with the heat ia the apartment, be- 
cametoo much for his iceble frame. He was so Overcome as to 
think he was a going. He calied us around him, and besoug lit us 
to pray and praise with bim. e jomed im prayer, in waich his 
whole soul seemed to be engagéd, and transpor.ed aimost vat of 
the body. His faith was strong, and his hope firmly anchored 
» within the veil, His weakuess being great, 1 proposed a cordial. 
He said in the fullness of his heart, * ‘I'ne love of Christ is a suffi- 
cient cordial.” However it pleased the Lord to spare mim with 
as a litile ead A few days before his death, I visited and con- 
versed, with him respecting bis confidence in God; and durin 

our conversation, he said ‘* For six months of wy lite la-t past, 

have not lived on hour without the most pleasing confidence. 
God.” The day before his death, 1 visited himiagain, and found 
him straggling with the king of terrors. With unshaxen confi- 
dence and hope of victory, he repeatedly broke out ihto acclama- 
tions of praise. In the evening when I read * 1 am now ready to 
be offered,” I distinctly beard him feebly lisping, «« Giory to God.” 
His pain was great—he struggled bard ‘or every breath Bat 
not a single complaint was heard to-escaye his lips) Such an ex- 
ample of patience I never saw About midnight I stood over 
him, lacerated with grief. He opened his eyes upon me and said, 
“ Brother this is hard work—but thank God, he is with me, I 
feel him in my soul.” Rapture forbade him uttering more. 
I left him to take a little rest; when [ returned, death had done 
his office—but had left impfessed on the face of his beautiful 
corpse, the smile of ‘ victory.” Thus we cao exciaim with the 


poet, 


“ The place where the good man meets his fate, 
Is favored beyond the walks of common life, 
Quite in the verge of Heaven.” 


With such assurance he left the society of mortals, for that of 
angels and the spirits of the just above. In his footsteps the pious 
of the earth may tread with safety. 





The doctor had by nature a great deal of good humor ; thig 
connected with his unblemished piety, rendered bim in every cir. 
cle in which he moved, at once entertaining and agreeable. His 
imagination was, not sparkling, but was nevertheless inventive 
aud sieady. His conversation tnvariably bespoke good sense, 
and sound jadgment. He was not a stranger to literary know. 
ledge. He was a good divifie, an acceptable and useful preacter, 
His exertions aod labofs in the ministry, were extensive and in. 
defatigable | He loved the souls of men, and disinterestedly en. 
deavored to dothem good Five years he spent intthis employ. 
ment, as an itinerant minister. In preaching he excited the just 
fears of the wicked and profane, comforted the souls of the pious, 
and kindled devotion inthe hearts of thousands § Afier he be. 
came stationary, he was usaally @ngaged iv the daties of his pro. 
fession as a preacher though not on so extensive a scale as for- 
merly. The dector presched with peculiar emphasis and great 
auihority His language was plain, pure and nervous. Bis rea. 
soning was familiar fair and convinciog He'was a than of close 
thinking, and cautious deliberation ; and his sermons, though not 
brilliant, were all sound and entertaining Instead of trying to 
please, he sought aceess to the heart, the seat of feeling. He spoke 
tothe judgmentof men. He addressed them as intelligent crea. 
tures, capuble oigdistinguishing between good and evil in matters 
of religion He authoritatively called upon them to consult their 
own responsibility, to mark their unparalleled negligence, and 
to tremble at the result He was studious to deliver the whole 
council of God. He triumphantly proclaimed full and free salya- 
tion in the name, and by the death and meriis of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and independently thundered the penal sentence of the 
divine law e#gainst delitquents 

He was a man of uncommon patience and fortitade, His pa- 
tience even in great afilictions. saved him from fretlyl repining, 
His fortitude supported him under 211 his sufferings ; and he was 
always resigned to the disposal of infinite wisdom, which appoint. 
ed, innamber, weight and measurelthe afflictions and sorrows of 
his life. Ina word, he was a man of integrity and devotion, 
His dedication of himself to the cause of God and religion was 
disinterested and constant ; end was always preserved inviolable 
from the ravages and disgrace of interna] and exterpal relaxation. 
His *teps in the paths of wisdom were dnfaultering. He pursued 
his course with firmness, and scrupulously performed the whole 
of*his duty as a men, a christian, and 2 preacher Thus he fought 
the good fight. and kept the foith. He wrought out his salva- 
tion with constancy, and helped others soto do. He was instra- 
mental in the hands of God of doing much good. The con- 
scious rectitide of his heart, the wel! grounded und pleasing hopes 
of immortality, rendered death rather welcome than terrible to 

















Minutes of 1815, there were baptized in the year, in 86 of the 


m. He viewed it emphatically as the subterranean road ta 

iss Hope full of glory ardently anticipated a release irom 
this state of exile and pilgrimage, and an admission into that 
system of being where no tears are shed and where reflection 


- and sanctity of natpre shall be forever conjoined wiih every cir- 


cumstance of external enjoyment. There with oar friend and com, 
panion Davison, the ills of life are blown over ; he has finished 
his labor in a world of trial, and shall be rewarded in the man- 
sion allotted to the pious above, where the calamities of his mor- 
tol state shall be obliterated forever in the fruition of God, and the 
ossession of eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, towhom | 
e glory and dominion now and forever. Amen, 


EXTRACTS 


From the Second Annual report of the Baptist Board of Fo- 
reign Missions for the United States. 


Associations of the Baptish Charch - 126 
Churches - - ‘. - - 2541 
Ministers - - - - - 1558 
Licentiates - . . . - 365 
The whole number of members’ - . 158,508 
The increase (baptised) - : : . 4660 


It appears, however, that from five associations information 
was not received, and that the whole number of Baptists in these 
associations will probably amount to 183,230, &c. according to 
the following extract : 

“ Of the 126 associations, there are 5 of the number of whose 
churches information has not yet been received: but they proba- 
bly contain not more than 40. This added to 2541, will give the 
whole number of churches in 126 associations, at 2581. In 121 
of these, there are 1558 ordsined ministers, and 365 licentiate 
preachers. Allowing chbout the same proportion of preachers as 
of charches to the other 5 associations, will make up the number 
1586 ordained and .67 unordained preachers :—2581 churches, 
and only 1954 preachers! Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth laborers’ As appears by the 











associations, 4600. Allowing the same proportion to the other 
40, on whose minutes. those baptized are not distinguished from 
those received by letter, will give 2139: whole number annually 
baptized 6739,.. All the members belonging to 109 of the associ. 
ations as seen on the preceding table, amount to 158,508. ‘The 
game proportion will give to the other 17,24722 ; total of all these 
associations 183,230.” 


State of Religion in our Union—( Baptist. ) 

“ The increase of the church en the earth is a source of joy, not 
enly to the saints in this world, but to the angels in heaven. The 
triumphs of the cross have been multiplied the past year in a man. 
ner calculated to awaken the most devout aspirations ef giatitade 
and praise. Very extensive and most happy revivals have been 
realized in various parts of our couniry, abd among various deno. 
minations of Christians, In Maine. showers ot divine mercy 
have been shed forth to water and revive the vineyard of the 
Lord. Toone church there have been added 75, to another 58, 
to another 51. to another 5U, to another 112, to another SY, and to 
another 33. Elder Piisbary of Nobleboro thus writes—* We 
hav= had a most blessed season with as this summer past. I have 
baptized 114 that have joined our church, anc 24 that have joined 
the church in Jefferson. I have bapiised about 70 of our youth, 
What a precious sight it is to see so many in the bloom of life en- 
gaged in religion.” ‘To several charches of the New Hamp- 
shire association as appears by the minutes of last year, between 
20 and 30 were added. In Alstead and Westmoreland, N. H. 
and in several places in Vermont, as at Cavendish, Brandon, 
Georgia, Orwell, St. Albans and Swanton, the Eloly Spirit has 
been shed abroad, and many sinners convesied. 

In Boston, Massachusetis, considerable additions have been 
made to the churches daring the year past. In Attleborough and 
in Framingham the work has been great. Elder Nelson of the 
former pluce has baptised as many as 60 or 70 ; perbaps more. 
Also in the western parts of the state, not confined to the Bap. 
tists, the influences of grace have abundantly prevailed ; as in 
Hadley, Amherst. Northampton, Whately, Ware, Sunderland, 
Williamstown, Sheffield. Becket and Sandisfield. In Pawtucket, 
and in Providence, R. I the work has been very powerful, and 
the manifestations of mercy divinely glorious. Biine parts of 
Connecticut have also been graciously visited. In Colebrook 
near a 100 have been added tothe Baptist church, and about 80 
to the congregational. Hartland, Norfolk, Canaan and Nor- 
walk, have also shared in the blessed work, besides Salisbury 
and sever»| other places 

New York state has not been passed without refreshings from 
the Lord amid these effusions of divine and saving influences. Ia 
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Troy a blessed revival has been experienced. In Greenwich, iff 
Jay, and other places in that quarter, the good work is stated to 
have been considerable. Elder Osgood of Henderson, on the 
96th March last, thus wrote—* Since the first of October fast, 
there have been 6z added to this church, 52 of them by baptism ; 
and the glorious work is still going om. In Bilisburgh there have 
been about 80 added to the church, The work began there ia 
July ‘There is a favorable prospect in some other places.” In 
several towns between Cayuga and Seneca lakes, the mercy of 
the Saviour has been glorified. More than 200 were baptised in 
Ovid. The churches in Madison Association have enjoyed some 
of the displays of divine grace. ‘To the church in Cazenovia 63 
lave been added; in Eaton 88 ; Homer 24; and Pompey 24. 
Sherburne, Sangerfield, and perhaps others in that quarter, have 
been mercifully visited. In Delaware county, we may notice 
Franklin, Meredith, and Roxbury, in the last of which the tri- 
umphs of the Cross have been great. In Greene county, Lex- 
ington, Hunter, and Windham have been watered from on high. 
More than 130 were baptised in Lexington and vicinity the last 
winter, Greenville and the neighboring towns in the same county 
have also shared in the mercy.’ In the western bounds of the 
Warwick Association, the work of God has been gloriously dis- 
played, both among our own denomination and others. In 
Brookfield 143 have been baptised the year past. 

Amidst these kind remembrances and tokens of our heavenly 
Father’s love, Philadelphia has not been overlooked. Several 
of the Baptist churches, besides some others, have experienced 
the gracious outpourings of the Holy Spirit. 

In a part of the Russell’s Creek Association, Ken something 
' of a revival took place in the course of last year. Lately a very 
happy work has commenced in Nelson county, as appears by the 
poses extract of a letter from Elder J. Vardeman, recently 
received. He thus writes: 

‘In my former letter you have a short account of my first tour 
io Nelson. I have since visited them again, and found the good 
work was going on in a most glorious manner. _[ was with them 
nearly four weeks, and performed a circuit twice of about seventy 
miles, and preached upwards of forty times from my leaving 
home until my return. ‘The congregations were frequently so 
large. even on week days, that the meeting houses could not con- 
tain the re The most solemn effect appeared to attend the 
word y labors were truly fatiguing, but I trust not in vain. 
I baptised about 40 persons on profession of their faith in Christ. 
Other brethren have baptised some From present prospects 
We have reason to hope that hundreds more will be added yet to 
the churches in that neighborhood.’ 

In some parts of Virginia, perhaps, too, in the Carolinas and 





Georgia, ‘ mercy drops’ have fallen upon the churches, prelusive 
.it is hoped, of a great ram of righteousness. : 
Besides these revivals, otuers have taken place which the limits 
of this Report will allow only to be introduced. Amongst these 
may be mentioned the heavenly influences that have descended 
wpon several colleges and other senrinaries of learning. Who 
ean but cherish the hope that from the youth who have been 
sharers in the blessed work, God is abeut to raise up a multitude 
of laborers to enter into the vast harvest among the heatlien, 
While the Christian werld is exerting itself to send forth the 
gospel to the ends of the earth, Ged is not leaving “is people 
without » testimony of his own taithfulness, that the liberal soul 
shill be made fut ; and he that watereth shall be watered alse 


himself.” 


REPORT 


Made by the Committee of the General Association of Conner: 
ticut, respecting the state of religion 


It appears from this report, that religion has been considerably 
revived among them, in mary places within the bounds of the 


Association. 
Numbers added to the Church. 


ASSOCIATIONS. WO. ADDED. 
‘ Hartford South, . i5u 
Western New Haven, - - - 145 
Eastern New Haven, . . . 15 
West Fairfield, - . ‘ ‘ ; 157 
Eastern Fairfield, 200 made profession of religion, = 219 
Windham, < ° . . a 150 
Litchfield North, . . ‘ 6u0 
Litchfield South, 60 hoped to be subjects of grace, 60 
Middlesex, 70 hoped to be susjects of grace, 70 


———— 


16 i7 


Within the bounds of the Association there are about 204 con: 
gregations, 166 ef which are supplied with ministers ; the rest 








rT oerona w — 


o6$=—° & 


fe 


are vacant. The committee mention several towns in Gonpens 
ticut, in which revivals had taken place, besides those mention 
above, bat they do not give the nambers added to the church. 

The committee make mention of between six and seven hun- 
dred petsons as receiving converting grace, beside the numbers 
added to their church. It is probable that these had united with 
other denominations. 

The report states that there had been some revivals of religion 
among the Congregationalists, in Massachusetts and New Hamp 
shire. But the numbers added are not given. 


LETTERS. 


From Mr. Janes Lynch, one of the Methodist Missionaries 
_ to Ceylon. 


My Dear Fatuers anv Bretiren, 


In my last from this place, I stated to you the death of Bro- 
ther Ault; since then, thank God, we are all pretty well; and 
pays A. aR RY has taken place amongst us. We greatly la- 
ment the loss of the ship Arniston, off ihe Cape of Good Hope, in 
May last: Our warm and kind friends, Lord and Lad oles- 
worth and a daughter of our mach esteemed friend, the Hon, and 
Rev. Mr. Twisleton, andtwo sons c* the Rev. Mr Chater, were 
among those who perished We also ongnt that many of our 
letters for Europe, (all mine) were lost. I have jately visited a 
few places in the country ; several Brahmins heard, atid rather 
wished to engage me in listening to them, than that I should ad- 
dressthe people. We have lately established an Auxiliary Bible 
Society here, and have a larger Sunday School. Birether 


Savance is rather on the recovery, and oe very frequently. 


By this day’s news, from Madeira, I find a ship is to sail for Eng- 
land in a few days. Being appiehensive she may sail before this 
reaches Madras, I write but short 1 bless God that my health 
is . and feel resigned to his dispensations. I feel the want 
of help. “I received a letter lately, from Madras. signed by five 
serious persons, who appear to experience the power of religion. 
They have received much light into the doctrines of the Gospel, 
by reading Messrs, Wesley’s and Fletcher’s Works, and most 
Vy 
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fy request one of us to visit them: ‘it is not in our power 
for waht of sufficient help, {I remain, dear Fathers and Bren’ 


ren, yours in the gospel. 
JAMES LYNCH. 


Le 


Juffna, October 7, 1815. 


Bxiract of a letter from Mr. Groner Erskine, one of the 
Methodist Missionaries to Ceylon, to the Missionary Com. 
mittee ; dated Galle, Island of Ceylon, East Indies, August 
1, 1815. 


Heng, as at all other stations, we have abundance of work, 
having more than forty children under our care learning the Eng. 
lish language and the principles of religion’ Every Sabbath we 
read prayers and preach to such of the military and others as are 
disposed to attend the church, Every Wednesday evening Bro. 
ther Squance preaches in Portuguese, and every Friday I preach 
in English. ‘The congregations are pretty large and _ attentive ; 
and we hope some profit by hearing the word of truth. Monday 

venings. we meet oor class, consisting of about 20 members, 
Duich. Portuguese, soldiers, and one native headman, or Mode. 
lier as they are called here. Some of these are under serious im- 
prcenions, several of them young men who seem very promising. 

e sometimes preach in the public market through the means oi 
an interpreter. Here we meet many different characters—M« 
hometans, Malabars, Dutch, Portuguese, Cingalese, &c. We 
visit some of the schovis where the Cingalese are taught their 
own language ‘To these schools, on days set apart for the par- 
pores the people crowd to be baptized and married, to the hum- 

er of 6 or 700 and upwards. We generally seize apon such 
opportunities of declaring to the people the way of salvation. 
These things, together with studying languages, Keep both our 
bodies and minds in a state of activity. Truly we may exclaim, 
the harvest is great, but the laborers very few. Hlindrances there 
are in the way to the spread of the gospel in this island; bot, 
threugh Divine assistance. these difficulties are surmountable. 
The work is the Lord’s. ©! that we may ever confide in him, 
feel our dependence upon him, and tabor on at his command. 
Thanks be to God, my soal- is happy in the enjoyment of his 
favor ; and if I were now in Europe, surrounded by my rela- 
tions and’ the friends of Jesus. whom I sincerely love ; at the 
Divine call, with the saeged flame I this moment feel in my heart, 
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I would break away from their affectionate embraces, bid farg- 
well tothe land of my nativity, brave the dangers of the watery. 
deep, encounter every difficulty, and consider myself highly he- 
nored and greatly privileged in having 4n opportunity of preach- 
ing through Jesus, a free and full salvation to the poor heathen. 
Karnesily requesting to have a place in your prayers, with every 
sentiment of respect and affection, 1 am, dear Fathers and Bretir- 
fen, yours most sincerely, 


GEORGE ERSKINE. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Croven, one of the Methedist 
Missionaries at Ceylon, to his Brother. 


Co.umso, June 20, 1816. 


Wuen I lock round upon the poor perishing heathen of this 
country, [ am sometimes in the greatest distress of mind. Iam 
persuaded that the idolatrous inhabitants of this island only wané 
zealous missionaries to go among them, and preach the great 
traths of the gospel. But what can five missionaries doin a 
place as large nearly as England, and the people as ignorant ,al- 
most) of Christianity as stocks and stones? It grieves me to 
think that I canaot preach a thousand sermons instead of one, and 
sometimes when | am returning home in the evening, after hav- 
ing preached three or four times, and have seen the effects pro- 
duced, I sit down and weep because I cannot bear to preach 
more. How pleasing it is to see the poor, wretched people of 
this island begin to discover their gods which they have been 
worshipping, are no gods, and to hear them crying out on every 
hand, * Come and show us the right way” ‘ Let us hear more 
of the things you tell us.” O! my brother, if my bones were 
brass, and my flesh iron, I would not cease to teach and preach 
both day and aight ! 

f thiak [ mentioned in my last the probability of my leaving 
Pont de Galle very soon ; accordingly when Mr. and Mrs. Har- 
vard came from Bombay, where we left them on account of Mrs- 
Harvard’s approaching confinement, he was requested by go- 
vernment to fix his residence at Colambo, and I was requested 
by my missionary brethren to join him there. Columbo is the 
capital of thisisland. The governor has his residence here, and 
all the principal gentlemen of the settlement also. And I should 
suppose that in the fort, and what is called the Pettah, ¢. e, houses. 
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in the outside of the fort, there are five or six times as many jn. 
habitants as in Bradiord, but they are composed of almost every 
pation of men under the heavens! The English gentlemen prin. 
cipally.reside in the fort, or else two or three miles in the country, 
But we took up our residence in the centre of the Pettah as we 
thought it most consistent with our missionary views. And I am 
happy to say that God has so wonderfully opened our way and 
given us favor in the estimation of the people, that we have every 
ssible kindness shown to us by persons of ail nations and ranks, 
rom his excellency the. governor, down to the naked Cingalese! 
these are mercies that cail loudly for graiitude to the Giver of eve. 
ry good gift. And, O! my brother, I hope you will give, nay | 
ent? eat you, to assist us in giving God the praise. You will, no 
doubt be surprised when you hear that we are going to builda 
neat Methodist chapel, the first that ever was built in India. It 
will cost, according to the present calculation, about 7000 rix dol- 
lars ; we have already begged 6000 towards it! and believe we 
sha}! clear the whole of the expense. It will be built upon the plan 
of the new chapel at Liverpool. lt will be 20 yards long, 14 
broad, and we suppose there will be sittings for about 6 or 700 
ople; we are building also a dwelling house close to it. We 
shali also have a printing office, and a large school house, in which 
we intend toteach school. © 
If an angel from heaven had appeared to me on the voyage, 
and said we should have had the openings that now present them- 
selves in so short a time, I could hardly have credited hin. 
Surely we may say, what hath God wrought! ‘The pay masier 
general of the forces in this island, a gentleman of great raok, 
has given us a large room in his apagtments to preach in, until our 
new chapel is built, and it is well attended. I have got about 20 
fine boys, and taught them tossing, and the manner in which they 
sing bas surprised almost every one. They are going next Mon- 
day to sing before his exeellency the governor, and lady Browo- 
vig, and the civil and military gentlemen in the settlement ; + 
whieh time the honorable and reverend T. J. Twisleton will de 
liver an occasional sermon. Iam sorry I must omit a thousand 
things which I should like to mention. We have the most pleas- 
ing prospects in the country for about 15 miles round Columbo. 
All we want is more of the life of Godin our souls, and plenty 


Of holy zealous missionaries. 


Religious Remembrancer, 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION 







AMONG THE METHODISTS. 


Ir is truly pleasing to the pious to hear, from different quar- 
ters, iat God is pourmg out his spirit upon the people, and turn- 
ing them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God Different denonmnations of Protestants, are receiv- 
ing reireshing showers of grace — Our church has suared largely 

: in these biessings. ‘Though we have not received particular in- 
formation respecting many revivals amoug us, yet we wish to 
communicate what ts in. our possession. 

’ ‘Phere has been, for some length of time, a very good work 
on Marietta circuit Last year, on this circuit. God displayed 
his grace among the people, in the awak-nupg and converting 
imfluences of his Holy Spirit; about 100 were added to our 
church. Itis probable that this year has been as prosperous, per- 
haps moreso, than the last. In a letter, dated July o0ih, 18.6, 
Brother M. Lindsey writes as follows : * We see and feel some 
= seasons. Souls are awakened and converted ‘o God; and 
lessed be God, Methodism is gaining ground I say, dlessed 
be God. Por I have no one else to thank. as it appears all are 
agreed to look for, and bring aboat, our hultings. Bot how lutle 
to be feared is the arm of flesh, when the arm of Omnipotence 
is made bare on our behalf,’ We hear what is going on among 
the people. But, we move forward, striving to preach with pow- 
er and demonstration of the Holy Spirit ; and we believe not in 
vain. For with mighty power God sometimes owns his word— 
and great grace rests upon the le. - Every round increases 
our little army. May this year wind up as last year, and much 
more abunduanily.” 
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From a camp meeting on Big Derby, brother H. B. Bascom 
Writes ander date of August 4th, 1816, and says, “ Last night 
was aremarkable time; twenty or thirty were converted.” 













There has been considerable interest, on the subject of religion, 
excited among the people in some parts of Kentucky ; particular- 
ly in Jefferson circuit, Brother William Adams has communi- 
cated, in a few words, very pleasing intelligence. Ip a letter of 
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August 2d, 1816, he says: “ About 200 members have been 
united to our seciety in Jefferson circuit—and the work is still 
increasing.” : 


A LITTLE CLOUD. 


To the Editor of the Western Christian Moniiog, 


Deir Broraer: 


I po believe that the general impression, which for some time 
has rested upon the minds of the people, is becoming more and 
more formidable ; and L trust will shortly, in answer to tens of 
thousands of prayers daily offered atthe throne of grace, become 
a glorious and general revival of religion, and extend pot only 
ever the favored conunent of America, bui over the whole world, 
What most particularly marks the signs. of the present times, is 
the work of the Lord among the rising generation It seews as 
if ihe hearts of adults had become callous to the calls and tender 
mercies of God, It appears as if he bad turned from the parents 
to offer their children his glorious salvation, Many instances of 
the kind are now taking piace, in many parts of America. I was 
particularly pleased with the general, impressions made upon the 
minds of many children, at the late camp meeting held on Deer 
Creek, near Mr. White Brown’s old stand, on Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday lest, and continuing a great part of Monday. 
On Saturday and Sabbath a great concourse of people attended. 
On Sabbath, it is said, that a greater number were on the ground, 
than has ever been known to be collected for (he same purpose in 
Ohio The weather was very pleasant and favorable. ‘The peo- 
ple who assembled for worship, were attentive and engaged, not- 
withstanding some attempts to distarb were made by those of the 
baser sort. The ground was surrounded by upwards of one hun- 
dred and twenty waggons and carriages, and about an equal num- 
ber of tents. The ground was dry and very favorable; the wa- 
ter excellent, and on one side a delightful prairie affording an 
abundance of grass. The scene was truly interesting, particu- 
Jarly so to one of a contemplative mind. The preaching was 
energetic and impressive. The singing reverberating through the 
air, was well calculated to affect the tender sympathies of the 
heart. And, upon the whole, the view exhibited the worship of 
the Most High, in its primitive simplicity, when no gorgeous 
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chorches were te be seen; but the true worshippers were foané 
in their tabernacles or under their vines and fig trees. Saturday 
‘evening afforded an interesting view ; a number of small ones of 
both sexes, were deeply affected. On Sunday evening the num- 
ber had increased considerably. I was passing around the crowd, 
when I heard the language, as I thought, of one who had just 
obtained deliverance. [ hastened to the place, and discovered 
that I was not mistaken. It was a youth of about 14 or 15 years 
of age, who had beeu for some time in deep distress, with cries 
and tears supplicating for mercy. But bis language was now 
changed from that of prayer to praise. It was the language of 
the heart. A number of boys of his own age around him whom 
he had addressed were deeply affected. * OQ!” said he, “ about 
a year ago, I was invited to attend a prayer meeting in my neigh- 
borhood ; but I then foolishly replied—* what.a fool I would be 
totry te get religion now, . 1 have not yet seen any pleasure in 
the world. I am young enough yet, and must take a great deal 
ef pleasure first’-—but I thank my God, that I now discover my- 
self a fool, for thinking and saying so.” 

W hat a happy discovery did this youth make! and how many 
thousands are now under the same delusion, from which he had 
escaped! Monday morning, after sacrament, there being about 
four hundred and fifty. communicants, those under awakenings, 
and those who had obtained an evidence of their acceptance with 
God, were called forward. ‘Though many had left the ground, 
(it is supposed that from fifty to sixty and perhaps more were 
deeply awakened) yet more than forty, mostly the youth of both 
sexes and children, came forward (o testify what the Lord had 
done for them, manifesting desires to flee the wrath to come. A 
number of their parents, who Were witnesses of the scene, and 
who stood around, could refrain from embracing their offsprings 
no longer. With tears of joy, they broke through the crowd, 
and received them in their arms. The surrounding multitude 
appeared to be melted into tears—and the solemn parting of the 
little ones, whose hearts. were now cemented to each other, was 
deeply affecting. About thirty united themselves to the church. 

Mach praise is due to our worthy friend and brother, Walter 
Griffith, ter his attention to the meeting, and, indeed, to the cir- 
euityever since he has had itin charge. Since last fal) be has had 
to labor mugh alone. as our friend and brother. Isaac Pavey, who 
had ‘also been appointed to the circuit, was afflicted the greater 
part of the year. Brother Griffith added to the church, as I am 
wformed,: 178 members during his station with as, about 100 of 
whom professed to be converted. About forty were added in the 
tewn of Chillicothe; and in several other societies from 36 to 49. 












“May the Lord increase the prospects at home and abtoad, 
And that it may speedily terminate in a‘general revival of relj- 
gion, is the prayer of your unworthy brother, 

H, 


Chiliicotae, August 12, 1816. 


Revivals of Religion among different Denominations, 


A letter from Virginia states, that ‘for some time past, a great 
interest has been manifested in the minds of the people of Norfolk, 
bn the important subject of religion’ ‘This mterest wes excited 
by the faithful and ‘zealous labors of ministers, of different deno- 
minations, who dispensed the word of life in power, and in de- 
monstration of the Spirit. Their faithful exertions have been 
crownted with abundant success. Trough the preaching of the 
Gospel, many have been turned from darkness to light. Many 
who had devoted much of their time to gaiety and pleasure, be. 
came anxious about the sal: ation of their souls. 

‘ It was chiefly amongst the young that this concern was most 
manifested. Many who were in the morning of life, and had 
every thing within their grasp to afford indulgence in the common 
amusements of the day ; whose delight had been in gay circles 
and convivial parties, now became humble seekers at the feet of 
Jesus ; and soon, from a firm assurance of his mercy, were bold 

to declare their hope of justification through his atoning blood. 

~ © In Norfolk, there were thirty added to the Methodist church 
in the space of a week or two. In Portsmouth, there was a con- 
siderable ingathering of precieus souls, Likewise, in the vicini- 
ties of Norfolk and "Portsmouth, there were more than one huo- 
dred who were made the hopeful subjects of pardoning mercy. 
It my be truly said, that the Lord’s arm is made bare in the 
awakening 2nd conversion of souls. ' 

‘ Old believers greatly rejoice in this Divine visitation. They 
are grateful for the favors ped them, and are looking forward 
ip full expectation of greater displays of saving grace. 

*.OT may the triumphs of the Cross become universal !’ 

Religious Remembrancer. 
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Batract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Troy, New York; 
to his Friend in Newark, dated May oth, 1816. 





‘Itis with great pleasare that I inform you, that God has lately 
visited us in this place with a remarkable effusion of divine grace. 
It commenced about the first of February, ahd soon spread 
through the whole city. 

All ages and sexes, and all descriptions of charactefs, from 
eight years old to eighty, have been made the hopefu! subjects of 
divine grace. But a far greater proportion are children and youth#s 
All denominations of Christians among us, are sharing in the di- 
vine influence. The Baptist church have received about fifty. 
The Methodists have nearly one hundred on trial, Yesterday 











at with us, ee Presbyterian church) was the greatest day we ever 
k, witnessed. We received ninety eight into our communion on 
d profession, and five on certificates. We could with equal pro- 
0- priety have received a considerable number more, who deferred 
e- their connexion unti! another season. 

on . The glorious work is still progressing. It is fair to calculate, 
ne that there are at least 250 hopeful converts in this place since the 
y commencement ef the out pouring of the Spirit ; and perhaps fifty 
e+ or a hundred more impressed. 

This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.— 
pst May he still proceed in the splendid career of his grace, uti! all 
ad be brought to bow to his glorious sceptre, and the world be filled 
on with his glory ! 

- Weekly Recer der. 
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“4 Froit the Winchester ( Va.) Gazette. 

ibe The following account of a recent Revival of Religion in Mount 
Sien Academy, Georgia, will no doubt be very interesting te 

a all who love the prosperity of Zion. 


Eziract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Hancock 
Georgia, to his Brother in Bryan county, dated 


Pins Vattey, April 10. 1816. 


The Academy is at present under the direction of the Rev. 
Mr. Beman, a Presbyterian clergyman, of great piety, talent 
2 
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and learning. Last Tuesday J received a fetter from Willigg 
Hay. ifforming me. that the Lord hed poured out his Spirit 
emoung and vpov them. { set out the Hext morning to behold the 
reality of this good news, ane tound such mutter of rejoicing, tha 
I am constrained to make this communicetion to you, my deg 
brother ; knowing that you love the Lord and delight in the sal. 
vation of sinners ; believing also assaredly that it will gladdes 
your heart. 

Phe circumstances attending this revival are as follows: Mr 
Beman was absent on a visit to a sick friend in Augusta, and 
there. was nothing special when he left home. Mrs B says she 
was unwell and rather in a cold frame of mind herself. She aff 
at. once observed an ancommon Seriousness in the countenances 
of some of the little girls, with traces of weeping and mourning, 
She inquired into the cause, but could get nothing oat of them for 
some time. She insisted on knewing what was the matter, and 
found two or three of the little girls were in such deep concern for 
the state of their souls, that they had gone out to pray in secre 
to the Lord. This spirit was soon communicated to others, mn. 
til the whole of the female school (about 40 in pember) were 
brought under deep convictions. [In this state of things Mr B. 
returned and brought a sick friend with him : this friend was 
Gen. 8. of Vermont, who commanded the Vermont troops xt 
Plattsburgh. He was in a consumption, and last fall was pre. 
vailed on to travel, very much against his will. He had m 
thoughts of coming southwardly, but was led on from place to 

lace contrary to his wishes and intentions, until he was finally 

ought amongst these dear children when they were thus exer 
cised in mind. He is upwards of fifty years of age, and hasal- 
ways been considered as a champion of firmness Hr had e- 
trenched himself (as he thought) in the strong holds of morality, 
disregardirig the gospel and its calls. The spirit of the Ld, 
however, at this time and this place, reached his heart, melted 
him down, disarmed his hoasted firmness, levelled his moral for. 
tifications, and constrained him to receive the Kingdom of Hes 
ven as 2 little child. ‘Fhe female department is entirely separate 
from the male: they are upwards of a mile apart, and no inter: 
course between them: but the blessed Spirit of all grace easily 
bounded over the space which separated them, and fastened the 
arrows of conviction upon many of their hearts. There wer 
ahout 70 boys and young men_ nearly one third of whom wer 
made anxionsly to inquire * What must we do to he saved? 
the riches «f redeeming love! the triumphs of Almighty grace! 
The teacher of the English department, a young man of talents, 
who never regarded these things before, was also made ‘0 (fy 


ows for mercy. He and General 8. together with about fillet 
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‘Yeave been hopefully converted ; and many others are now under 
deep convictions 

or is the work confined te the Academy; it is likewise 
spreading in the neighborneod. ‘Those children who are otder 
the influevce of the spirit, are continually exhorting those that are 
eareless, to flee from the wrath to come, and seek an interest in 
the blessed Jesus. I know you will enter warmly into my feel- 
ings when [ tell you, that my dear Charles is among the number. 
Bless the Lord. oh my soul, and forget not all his benetits. [have 
seldom heard a more plain, simple and sutisfactory experience 
than his; aod I am happy to add, this is very much the case 
with aliofthem. They have been bowed down under a deep 
sense of guilt. driven to Christ for mercy, and have received par- 
don and peace through the application of the blood cf the adorable 
Redeemer. Thus are the old and the young brought in together. 
The hairs which were blossoming for the grave, the beardiess 
youth, and even babes and sucklings, have-here had their second 
and best birth, and have together anited to perfect praise in the 
fear of the Lord. 1 spent two nights and a day with these new 
heaven born souls, and found it traly pleasant to be amongst them. 
They have indeed a little Pentecostal season! The dear little 
children are speaking with new tongues, and in a new language, 


OBITUARY. 


Departed this life, at his late dwelling, at the corner of Ches.. 
not and Eleventh streets, Philadelphia, on Saturday, the 29th 
Jane, in the 56th year of his age, Mr. Thomas Haskins, a 
minister of the gospel of the Methodist Episcopal charch, and @ 
highly respected merchant of that city. 

Through life, he sustained in every religious, domestic and ci- 
vil relation, the most amiable and useful character, and long will 
his death be deeply felt and regretted by his very namerous friends 
and acquaintances—but above all, by his afflicted family, the 
ehurch, and the poor. His last illness was only of ten days conti- 
nuance, and was borne by him, with the most Christian fortitude 
and resignation. He seemed to be sensible that his dissolation 
Was approaching, and met it with calmness and confidence. 

‘ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of 
that man is peace,’ Ps. 37—37. 





POETRY: 


* Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom ; ang 
with all thy getting, get understanding’ Prov. ix. 7, 


Or allthatlive, and move, and breathe, 
Man only rises o’er bis birth ; 
He looks above, around, beneath ; 
At once the heir of heaven and earth. 
Force, cunning, speed, which nature gave, 
The various tribes throughout her plan, 
Life to enjoy, from death to save ; 
These are the lowest powers of map. 


From strength to strength he travels on ; 
He leaves the lingering brute bebind ; 
And when a few short years are gone, 
He soars—a disembodied mind : 
Beyond the grave, with hope sublime, 
Destin’d a nobler course to run, 
In Ais career the end of time 
Is but eternity begun. 


What guides him in his high pursuit, 
Opens, illumines, cheers his way, 
Discerns the immortal from the brute, 
God’s image from the mould of clay? 
?Tis wisdom :—wisdom to the soul 
Is power, and liberty, and peace ; 
And while celestial ages roll, 
The joys of wisdom shall increase. 


Mail to the glorious plan! that spreads 
This light with aniversal beams, 
And through the human desert leads 


Truth’s living, pure, perpetual streams: 
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‘Behold a new creation rise, 

New spirit breath’d into the clod, 
Where’er the voice of wisdom cries, 

‘ Man, know thyself, and tear thy God.’ 


Richmond Christ. Monitor. 


THE SABBATH. 


Sweet to the soul the rising ray, 
Phat ushers placid morning in ; 
When with the wide expanding day, 

She Sabbath’s sacred rites begin ; 
How grateful to the anxious breast, 
The sacred hours of holy rest. 


I love the blush of yernal bloom, 
When morning dries the tears of grief ; 
And dear to me the mournful gloom 
Of Autumn’s dying, falling leaf; 
But purer pleasures, joys sublime, 
Await the dawn of HOLY TIME. 


Hush’d is the tumult of the day, 

And worldly cares and business cease ; 
While soft the vesper breezes play, 

To hymn the glad retarn of peace ; 
O! seasons blest, O! moments giv’n } 


To turn the vagrant thoughts to heav’n. 


What though involv’d in lurid night, 
The loveliest charms of nature fade! 

Yet mid the gloom can heav’nly light, 
With joy, the contrite soul pervade ; 





©! then, Great Source of light divine, 
With beams ethereal, gladden anne, 


Oft as these hallow’d hours shail come, 
O! raise my thoughts from earthly things, 
And bear me to my hneav’nly home 
On living Faith’s inmortal wiags— 
Till the last gleam of life decay, 
Zn one eternal SABBATH DaY! 


Penn. Rep. 


EXTRACTS: 


By Mas. Dixow. 


Awake my soul! the concert join, 

Let boundless love thy tongue inspire, 
Shall ev’ry creature’s song but thine 

Be heard in nature’s grateful choir 2 


Ere one bright beam the sun displays, 
The cheerful lark has rous’d his mate ; 
They spread their wings and tune their lays, 
Attempt the clouds, and sing in state. 


My soul to God, the Lord of all } 
Thy ardent praises now return, 

Low on his footstool humbly fall— 
He gives us yet another morn. 


Another morn to raise the soul 
Beyond the daring lark’s access, 

Where nothing can our hopes control, 
Where joy admits of no decrease, 








Ket us bewate—ten thousand snares 
Lork in the shade of this day’s sand 

Whatever shape, the tempter wears;, 
The tempted certain dangers pua,. 


Whether soft pleasures fill the day, 
Or thorny cares our steps pursue, 
Still equal dangers mark our way 


In both extremes we meet a foe. 


Then hear me, O14 “most gracious pow’r ? 
Thro’ night thoa wast my ‘sole defence? 
Be thou in-ev’ry waking bour 
The guardian of my innocence, 


From all below, from all above, 
Tothe Eternal Three be praise ¢ 

Being of beings! Source of love! 
Accept my song; condact my ways. 


Select Poetry. 


Were I possess’ of India’s wealth, 
Or land and fleecy store, 

My Spirit still would something want, 
And still would wish for more. 


Should I the summit have attain’d 
Of honor and renown; 
Yet should I still some blessing crave, 


All other joys to crown. 


Shoald laurels, gain’d by righteous mode, 
Encircle o’er my brow, 
That would not happiness confer, 
Nor peace of mind bestow. 
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Should fortune smile on all my hopes, 
And earthly joy increase, 

Still would my heart a vacoum find, 
And long for a release. 


*Tis Heav’n alone can satisfy 
The vast desires of man} 

Bless’d immortality alone 
Enlivens ev’ry plan. 


Grant me, O God! while yet onearth, 
Whate’er my time may be, 

To know that endless life is mine— 
I leave the rest to thee! 


ERRATA. 


Page 330, and sixth line from the top reat 
‘ And suns dispense their cheering light” 








